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	Big Ideas

	
	
	Description
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	Place

	Children study a variety of places, both real and imagined, exploring what is in them, what happens there, how they change, their character, and how people respond to them. They begin with the familiar and local, gradually widening their study to other regions and global localities. Through the study of physical processes, such as volcanoes, earthquakes, mountains, and biomes, children develop a deeper understanding of different environments and how places are connected, while continuing to build knowledge of their own locality.
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	Environment & Sustainability
	Children learn about the environment, both locally and globally, and how human activity impacts it, as well as ways to manage and improve it. They begin by exploring their immediate surroundings and personal experiences, gradually widening their understanding to rivers, biomes, and global environmental issues, including pollution and climate change, while considering how people can reduce harm and protect the environment.
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	Space
	Children learn about the location of places and how they relate to each other, gradually building a sense of space from familiar areas to global regions. Through studying themes such as rivers, volcanoes, earthquakes, and biomes, they develop understanding of where these features occur, how places are connected, and the significance of their positions in the world.
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	Scale
	Children study places at different scales, from their immediate surroundings to local, regional, national, and global locations. They gradually expand their understanding from familiar sites to more distant regions, exploring physical processes and features to develop a deeper knowledge of places and how they compare and connect.
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	Interconnections
	Children learn about connections between places at different scales, from local and regional links to global relationships. They explore how transport, trade, and human actions, including those affecting the environment, create interdependence between communities and regions around the world.
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	Cultural awareness & diversity
	Children learn about diversity and culture, starting with their own families and local communities, and gradually exploring the traditions, lifestyles, and perspectives of people in other regions and around the world, while considering similarities, differences, and connections.





	SUBSTANTIVE KNOWLEDGE
	DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE

	Declarative Knowledge

	Procedural Knowledge 
	Working as a Geographer

	· Locational Knowledge
· Place Knowledge
· Physical Geography
· Human Geography 
	· Using and interpreting maps
· Position and Direction
· Symbols
· Drawing maps
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	Enquiry
Asking and answering geographical enquiry questions.
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	Observing
First hand and using secondary sources of information. 
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	Fieldwork
Collecting data to answer a question using different fieldwork techniques. 
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	Concluding
Analysing data
Communicating findings using maps, charts, graphs, diagrams and in writing.  

	
	
	
	








	Autumn	Spring 	Summer
Year 3	Where are we in the UK? 			Big Ideas: Place, Space, Scale, Interconnections	Sustainable world: Does it matter how we live? 		Big Ideas: Environment and sustainability, Place		Climate Zones: What are they and why do they matter? 		Big Ideas: Environment and sustainability, Place
Year 4	Rivers: What’s special about them? 		Big Ideas: Place, Environment and sustainability, 	South America: Why does the Amazon matter? 		Big Ideas: Place, Space, Scale, Interconnections, Environment and sustainability, interconnections, cultural awareness and diversity 	Settlements: Where do people live and why? 		Big Ideas: Place, Space, Scale, Interconnections
Year 5	Mountains: What, where and why? 		Big Ideas: Place, Environment and sustainability, Space, Scale, Interconnections 		Why do people visit Croydon Town Centre? 		Big Ideas: Place, Space, Scale, Cultural awareness and diversity, interconnections	What’s it like to live in Greece?		Big Ideas: Place, Space, Scale, Cultural awareness and diversity, interconnections  
Year 6 	What’s it like to live in South Africa? 		Big Ideas: Place, Space, Scale, Cultural awareness and diversity, interconnections  	How do volcanoes erupt and earthquakes take place? 		Big Ideas: Place, Space, Scale	What is the impact of climate change? 		Big Ideas: Place, Environment and sustainability, Interconnections






Disciplinary Knowledge
	Y3	Y4	Y5	Y6
Enquiry		Can I ask and answer purposeful geographical enquiry questions to: 	Widen my knowledge of a range of places and the features and patterns that link them	Explore human and physical processes	Recognise connections	Compare and contrast place, space and scale	Recognise cause and effect? 	Can I ask and answer purposeful geographical enquiry questions to: 	Widen my knowledge of a range of places and the features and patterns that link them	Explore human and physical processes	Recognise connections	Compare and contrast place, space and scale	Recognise cause and effect? 	Can I ask and answer through provoking questions to: 	Describe and explain processes and patterns	Investigate why similarities and differences exist	Explain interdependence and impact	Consider multiple perspectives	Consider bias based on economic, historical, political, cultural, social and natural influences. 	Can I ask and answer through provoking questions to: 	Describe and explain processes and patterns	Investigate why similarities and differences exist	Explain interdependence and impact	Consider multiple perspectives	Consider bias based on economic, historical, political, cultural, social and natural influences. 
	Observing 		Can I record observations using drawings, charts and basic annotations? 		Can I identify changes in the environment over time through photographs and records?  		Can I observe how human activities impact the environment and suggest improvements? 			Can I make detailed observations of landscapes and land use? 		Can I use a range of sources including satellite images to observe and analyse features? 
	Fieldwork			Can I carry out simple fieldwork studies in the local environment? 		Can I use basic equipment such as compasses and measuring tools? 	Can I use fieldwork techniques such as sketch maps and data collection? 	Can I conduct geographical investigations using surveys, interviews and digital tools? 		Can I use advanced fieldwork techniques such as measuring distances and elevations? 	Can I plan and conduct independent geographical investigations? 
Concluding 		Can I compare and contrast different locations through observation? 	Can I draw conclusions from collected data and observations? 	Can I analyse geographical patterns using maps and collected data? 	Can I draw conclusions based on systematic fieldwork and research? 		Can I present findings using graphs, reports and digital presentations? 












Substantive knowledge	Year 3	Year 4	Year 5	Year 6
Using and interpreting maps 	Can I begin to use a junior atlas, map and globe? 		Can I begin to locate features on a map? 	Can I use atlases and globes? 		Can I locate features on a map?  	Can I use a map to follow a route? 		Can I use the index and contents page of an atlas? 		Can I locate key physical and human features on a map? 	Can I follow a route on an ordnance survey map? 		Can I describe and interpret relief features? 		Can I relate maps to each other and to vertical aerial photographs? 
Position and direction	Can I begin to follow directions using the 8 compass points? 		Can I begin to use the 4-figure grid references to locate features? 		Can I identify squares on a map using letter/number coordinates? 	Can I begin to give directions using the 8 compass points? 		Can I use 4 figure grid references to locate features? 	Can I confidently use 4 figure grid references to locate features? 		Can I use latitude and longitude in an atlas/globe? 		Can I follow and give direction using the 8 compass points? 	Can I use 4 figure and 6 figure coordinates to locate features? 		Can I follow a route on an ordnance survey map? 		Can I follow and give direction using the 8 compass points? 	
Symbols 	Can I name certain Ordnance survey map symbols? 		Can I find a given ordnance survey symbol on a map? 	Can I give maps a key with standard symbols? 		Can I use some ordnance survey style symbols? 	Can I use agreed and ordnance survey symbols? 			Can I use ordnance survey symbols and map conventions? 
Drawing maps	Can I begin to make a map of a short route? 		Can I begin to make a map of small areas with features in the correct places? 	Can I make a map of a short route? 		Can I make a map of a small area with features in the correct places? 	Can I make a map using correct ordnance survey symbols? 	Can I sketch maps of an area using symbols and a key based on ordnance survey map symbols? 
Locational knowledge 	Can I consolidate locational knowledge of the United Kingdom? 		Can I consolidate world locational knowledge already gained? 		Can I locate different countries studied on a world map? 		Can I locate where a country is in relation to the equator? 	Can I locate countries studied on a world map? 		Can I locate bordering countries to the country I am studying? 		Can I locate the hemisphere and describe whether a country is in the Northern or Southern hemisphere? 		Can I identify the timezone of a country? 	Can I name and locate a range of countries on a map? 		Can I identify and name bordering countries and bodies of water? 		Can I describe whether a country is in the Northern or Southern hemisphere? 		Can I identify the timezone of a country/region in relation to Greenwich Mean Time? 		Can I identify the climate of a country/region? 		Can I begin to use the terminology of latitude and longitude, tropics of cancer and capricorn? 			Can I name and locate a range of countries on a map? 		Can I identify and name bordering countries and bodies of water? 		Can I describe whether a country is in the Northern or Southern hemisphere? 		Can I identify the timezone of a country/region in relation to Greenwich Mean Time? 		Can I identify the climate of a country/region? 		Can I use the terminology of latitude and longitude, tropics of cancer and capricorn? 		Can I make comparisons between different countries and the UK? 
Place knowledge 	Can I identify key features of the region I am studying?  		Can I recognise and understand the terms equator, northern and southern hemisphere, tropics, arctic and antarctic? 	Can I identify key features of the region/country I am studying?  		Can I recognise and understand the terms equator, northern and southern hemisphere, tropics, arctic and antarctic? 	Can I identify key features of the region I am studying?  		Can I compare and contrast regions I have studied? 		Can I recognise and understand the terms equator, northern and southern hemisphere, latitude and longitude, tropics, arctic and antarctic? 	Can I identify key features of the region I am studying? 		Can I compare and contrast regions I have studied? 		Can I recognise and understand the terms equator, northern and southern hemisphere, tropics, latitude and longitude, arctic and antarctic? 	
Human geography 	Can I recognise how humans impact their environment? 		Can I recognise improvements humans can make to an environment? 	Can I describe the key aspects of settlements and land use? 		Can I understand the impact of flooding and describe ways in which flooding can be reduced? 		Can I understand the impact of deforestation? 	Can I identify the effect of tourism on mountainous areas? 		Can I understand key aspects of settlement and land use? 			Can I understand the impact of volcano eruptions and earthquakes on humans living nearby? 		Can I explain how humans affect their environments over time? 		Can I explain how humans can act to sustain their environment? 
Physical geography 	Can I recognise physical features of a country/region? 		Can I describe and compare different biomes 		Can I describe different energy sources? 	Can I describe the water cycle?		Can I recognise physical features of a country/region? 		Can I describe the physical features of rivers? 			Can I describe how a mountain region was formed? 		Can I recognise physical features of a country/region by completing my own research? 				Can I describe and understand the key aspects of the physical process of volcanoes and earthquakes? 		Can I recognise physical features of a country/region and compare them to other areas I have studied? 		Can I recognise the impact energy production has on the physical environment? 		
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